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. My favorite scene of & Clmt Eastwood mov1e is m “For a Few
Dollars More;’" Playing a bounty killer, EaStwood stalks- his
prey into a saloon; where the manis. playmg cards Walkmg up
behind him, Eastwood picks up the deck and deals tiis prey five -

cards, then does the same for him- -

self: Slowly- they turn over- theirf
hands. Thé prey shows® ‘three l\mg,s
Eastwood has three aces. '

Beads of sweat pop out on‘the:

prey’s tdce "Didn't hear what tlie
betivas.™ he- $ays. :
“Your life,”

. '-cmd shoots him.

tough.

Pandemomum usually hreaks-out
in the theatre.
one voite, Hooee! ™ hox\ls dnothe

“Showed that dude’" » ‘

Whicti are my feelings e\actly

Whenever [ leave a Clint 1astwood--|

movie I'm hlm—lough lnsnutable'
able to handle any ‘man,
- My friends don't know how they

feel about my-being Clint Sastwood.™

women: friends especially. His style
. slands “fot’ everything we libératéd

the ‘macho mystiques

- In'fact. I'm-noti sure myself- how 15
lsastwoutd::;
because I'm’ opposed. also Lo the -
pressure [ feel to be-a Real:Man=.

“able-to handle”
any other man. Bit' that's ‘not- the.

© poinit.” The point.is that T have these =

lml about - being. - ‘Clint

: (
inscrutable.

answers . Ldstwood

“All right!™ shouts:

+1'Becoming ‘aware of how: .the
peuple are -supposed to-be ag,amst

Any liberation “movement which. de-

liberation: at all.

This.is why [ haven 't been tempted
Lo join-a group seekmg
“ation.”” Most- with which ['ve'had
contact.are ludicrous mipror-images
of the women’s movement. .seeking
satvation -in - self-condemnatiop. 1

-macho hang-ups and serutinize each
| other [or-evidence-of chauvinism is

B _going to free anygne. Such activity

| canresult in’ ralteted behavior hased
on guilt. but this has nothmg, to do
-withliberdtion: » ‘

in a male - consclousness-raisiig
“group and found:it ope of the more
harfowing experiedces of his life:

gy
tem’” made men pigs was the agen-

-détermitie wlio: \was. most: cHauvinis-

-sonally. mmemdmdually He want-
ed to talk about- his own sexual
ambndlcnu' » &bout-: bisexuality.

which.is-often:on-his mmd But they
hooted him_down,. thcn out_of the £

feéliigs, dhd’ probably -always-witk-
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Such: an approach doesn't chardc- '
tel ize -all_ efforls. to. achieve
liberation.

dle

Same rcal (*H’()rlb are

v ups HIE; u'éuallv rootnd it
#tiow To do hetter by women rather
[han how to do bettcr by ourxelves

Tl i tevinee e

HWABEABE v i B

nies ' my being~Clint Last\\ood is no'
o

‘male_liber-

don't seehow -gathering to confess

_ Afriend of tiine once: participated

da. and pitched battles: look: place to:

tie. *Mly: fiiend kept- trying to deal'
with the otler members. more-per--

'-dullng any other movie since * ‘Basy
TRider. "

aml_la-.hberated ﬁlale -‘

»

and in trying to repress machismo
rather than'learn to live with it.

coming a cahoose ‘to- the women's
movement. We need. a liberation

the opposite sex. No matter . how

each other's real needs. there mH

that I meet a woman who wasn't
nauseated by the mayhem of Sam
Peckinpaht's _movie. Judith Crist
called it the worst film of the year.
a blood’ and gore wallow.™ featur-
ing “mental defectives slaughtering
and raping in a variety of sadistic
and: perverse ‘ways. \nthout pause
“and without purpose.’

‘But just as common as women’s
revulsion at the carnagé of “Straw
Dogs'™ has. been men’s delig,ht It's
rare that I meet a man" “/ho wash't
|guiltily enthralled by this movie.

- from men when e’ ‘re-alone, never in'
Higed Compam .particularly’ miged:
icompany. with pr; etensnons to: bem;3
liberated.

Men can't free themselves by be- |.
‘part of their fiberation. and a part

based on,more than how we relate to .

But: only hcal about: th:sl

How men relate to:women is only:

whlch can inhibit dealmg honestly

Rea[ lxbexdtmn of men is going o
‘eome . .harder than. even the most’
radieal femlmst can conceive. Men
;,athered even to discuss chauvin-
ism. . are irresistibly “competilive.
and:terrified of actual contact with
cach-other. This can be as (rue in a
men% consciousness-raising group.
Contmued on next page
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sensitive men:-and women becomc to.

alvays be walls between us, ways of |
being the othei'se\ could m‘\ er tath—

om. ,
»:..['.he':mqvle f‘-"btraw;:l).ogs most
sharply defined some. of these walls

as the "70s got under way. It's rdre |




-_ Beiiig

“Cot
las in_a .sales meeting. excpm the
‘competitipntakes. different forms.

‘later wrote-of his 1
ssions . of "S‘Cx’is,m'“l heard hut have

| exploitation trips

Like who can.¢onfess the g,mssut

‘chauvinisin.

Barry Farrell once \mled men’s
rap groups vamund;ll)c ‘country and
tour: "The confes-

modestly  not ‘repe: ated) usually
struck me as awkward boablm as
n 'l can’t help getting into these
with women when
['m just trying to-velate . . ..~ Or. 'l
know the women around here don't
trust mie. ‘cause .I've really ripped
them off. .~ Hearing this talk led
me to wonder if one of the greatest

| attractions of men’s lib mightn't be

the bracing -experience of nearing
ont’s self denounced as a sexual
chauvinist, . .. 7

4 ¥
In several encounter zroups 1've

attended. one of the main undercur-

rents. rarely discussed. is competi-
tion among. the men for domijnation
of the - 'mup and aitention from
women. But again. th¢ contest takes
distorted. torms. in this case usually
“I'mi more-sensitive than yvou are. ™
Or ~I'm revealing the most of any
man here.” Or “Fm'hot a-scared to
ary.” T

- Usually 1 haven't commented
when noticing the. men doing _this
because I'm part of the competition,
vet ‘afraid to "go heéad-tochead.
really face what:it is-we‘re doiny to
cachrother. Thé oné time I did men-

| tion to the other men in a group-how
ficrcely I saw us jousting gently for -
position, the net effect was to squelch”

th¢m and put me on top: To this day 1

(lonl knm\ A ht‘ihcx llml was w hat l~,

thes = %

to_'

<l dont hke thls truth about men.
that we compete so constantly and
wreak other Sorts of havoc on our-
selves, But dealing with male hang-
ups by trying to deny thers. by acting
differently without feeling different-
ly. just pilés masochism on top of
chauvinism.

.And even the \wrst male gualities
hqxe redeeining virtues. Some other

men and 1 were discussing competi-

tiveness one evening and found that
almost  without - fail.” our closest
childhood friends were. those with
whom we'd fist-fought. Since Konrad

Lorenz says.there can't bé love with- .

out aggression. maybe the male will
tor fight is a guarantor of strongly
good feelings in this society. as well
as strongly bhad. s

In the end. men may prove as
much in need of liberation as women
are. but with a harder case. So much
oppression of women is external.

with visible enemies to be fought..

Men lack. such targets. and are
forced back on ‘themselves. inside.
where the real oppression occurs.
Trying to deal with one’s internal
pressure to be A MAN ieads easily to
self-hatred. Yet this is the routé ]
hear too often advised. and taken by
men seeking liberation. ‘
Real liberation trom “male roles
won't come- through guilt and sell-
repression. Rather. men need to seek

'h“,}edom with -compassion for ‘what

‘we are. as well as what we'd like to

be. Only. we know what that means.

and only we can make a movement

based on pride more than guilt. For

‘me that means never joining a men’s

group shieh can't accept the fact

 that I'm-Clint Eastwood..as well as

my wish to be Gandhi.




